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Cast of Characters 

 

Dr. Rosetta Kurdish/ 

Mother: Neurologist, early- to mid-50s. 

 

Sharon: Wealthy businesswoman, 50s. 

 

Kate: Wife and mother, mid-30s. 

 

Macy: Pre-med student, 19. 

 

Dr. Jason Miles/ 

Husband/Father: Strong voice, mid- to late-40s. 

 

Female Nurse/ 

Assistant/Friend/ 

Roommate: Early- to mid-20s. 

 

Male Nurse/Son/ 

Boyfriend: Mid- to late-20s. 

 

 

 

Note: 

 

Only seven actors are necessary for this 

production.  Four of the actors play more 

than one role. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scene 

 

A doctor’s office. 

 

Time 

 

Present. 
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ACT I 

 

SETTING: A doctor’s office.  Stage is set 

with three chairs, similar to what 

can be found in a dentist office.  A 

canister with gas is placed to the 

side of the stage.  Next to each 

chair is a monitor to track vitals.  

The remainder of the office should 

be implied -- furniture and props 

minimal.  A door to the rest of the 

office/waiting room is offstage L.  

This, too, can be implied. 

 

AT RISE: SHARON, KATE, and MACY each sit 

blankly in a chair while DR. KURDISH 

paces anxiously between them.  

FEMALE NURSE and MALE NURSE attend 

to each of the women, checking 

vitals, etc. 

 

FEMALE NURSE 

All stable, doctor. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Thank you. 

(to MACY) 

What is your name? 

 

MACY (calmly) 

I don’t know. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Good. 

(Examine’s MACY’s eyes.  

To FEMALE NURSE.) 

Go ahead and administer the drops. 

 

(FEMALE NURSE places eye 

drops in MACY’s eyes.  DR. 

KURDISH moves to SHARON.) 

 

DR. KURDISH 

What’s your name? 
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SHARON  

(slightly anxious) 

I don’t know. 

 

DR. KURDISH  

(to MALE NURSE) 

Give her the drops, and some more Valium, please. 

 (crossing to KATE) 

And what’s your name? 

 

KATE 

Kate Bixby. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

(addressing back of house) 

Please note, Dr. Miles, she knows who she is.   

 

DR. MILES 

(Voice from intercom -- he 

is watching procedure from 

observation room and is 

never seen.) 

Noted.  Will you administer more serum? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

No.  Just wait for a bit.  It might take longer to kick in. 

 

KATE 

The Valium’s working. 

 

DR.  KURDISH 

Well that’s comforting.  You took a double dose.  Don’t 

worry, you’ll forget in no time. 

 

KATE 

(regarding SHARON and 

MACY) 

They look okay. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

You will be, too. 

 

FEMALE NURSE 

Fully dilated, doctor. 

 

MALE NURSE 

This one, too. 
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FEMALE NURSE 

How do you feel? 

 

MACY 

Fine, thank you.  And you? 

 

FEMALE NURSE 

Just fine. 

 

MALE NURSE 

Feeling calmer? 

 

SHARON 

Holy shit, I haven’t been this hung over in years.  Fuck, my 

head hurts. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Does it? 

 

SHARON 

Yes. 

 

(DR. KURDISH scribbles in 

chart, then crosses to 

MACY, examining her eyes 

with magnifier.) 

 

DR. KURDISH 

How about you?  Does your head hurt? 

 

MACY 

Oh, it’s fine, thank you. 

 

DR.  KURDISH 

You’re sure? 

 

MACY 

Oh, yes. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

 (to KATE) 

How about yours? 

 

KATE 

Feels fine, but I’m still with you. 
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DR. KURDISH 

Still Kate Bixby. 

 

KATE 

Still me. 

 

SHARON 

Um, excuse me? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Yes? 

 

SHARON 

Where the fuck am I? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Logan, give her the consent form. 

 

(MALE NURSE hands SHARON 

sheet of paper) 

 

MALE NURSE 

Are you able to read? 

 

SHARON 

Of course I can read, I’m not retarded. 

 

KATE 

Is she always this hostile? 

 

MACY 

(exaggerated whisper to 

FEMALE NURSE) 

I don’t like her. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Dr. Miles?  I’m going to give Kate another point-five 

milligrams.  She has an unusually high tolerance, especially 

for someone with her BMI. 

 

DR. MILES 

Noted. 

 

(DR. KURDISH administers a 

shot.) 
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FEMALE NURSE 

Your name is Macy. 

 

MACY 

Macy.  Macy.  Macy.  Macy.  Doesn’t ring a bell. 

 

FEMALE NURSE 

You’re in a doctor’s office for a voluntary procedure.  No 

need to be alarmed.  You’re in the hands of some very capable 

doctors.  This consent form explains everything.  Let me know 

if you need any help reading it. 

 

MACY 

Why?  Don’t I know how to read? 

 

FEMALE NURSE 

You did before you came in here, and we took many precautions 

to make sure that you still can.  But this procedure is still 

in the trial process, so we’re being cautious. 

 

SHARON 

Bullshit! 

 

MALE NURSE 

Dr. Kurdish.  Please . . . 

 

DR. KURDISH 

What seems to be the problem? 

 

SHARON 

This form says that I signed up for this, and I did not sign 

up for this.  Someone named Sharon signed me up, and I’d like 

to speak with her. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Have a seat please, Sharon. 

 

SHARON 

Fuck off! 

 

DR.  KURDISH 

Okay.  Right after you sit down. 

 

(SHARON sits.) 

 

MACY 

Ow.  Ow.  Ow.  Head hurting.  Definitely hurting.  Ow. 
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(FEMALE NURSE hands her 

aspirin.) 

 

DR.  KURDISH 

Yours too?  Kate, does your head hurt, yet? 

 

(KATE does not respond.) 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Kate?  Oh, good!  Kate’s with us!  Or rather, not with us. 

 

SHARON 

Fuckofffuckofffuckofffuckofffuckofffuckoff . . . 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Oh, for the love of God.  Give her some gas.  Quickly. 

 

(MALE NURSE and FEMALE 

NURSE hurry to gas tank, 

forcing a mask onto 

SHARON’s face while she 

struggles and swears.  

MALE NURSE turns on the 

gas and SHARON gradually 

calms down and begins to 

laugh.) 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Are you ready to listen now? 

(SHARON laughs.) 

I’ll take that as a yes. 

(To NURSES) 

Give Kate the eye drops and her consent form.  Ladies, my 

name is Doctor Rosetta Kurdish.  I’m a Neurologist with an MD 

in Psychiatry.  Your name is Sharon.  Your name is Kate.  And 

your name is Macy. 

 

MACY (with authority) 

Macy. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

You’ve all been diagnosed with clinical depression by doctors 

other than myself.  You’re here because you believe, as I do, 

that depression is not a disease.  It is a condition.  It’s 

physical in that it affects the neurons in the brain and 

causes physiological responses in the body, but it’s a  
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DR. KURDISH (Cont.) 

condition nonetheless.  Our goal is to identify the factors 

that cause the symptoms, rather than medicate the symptoms 

themselves. Does everyone here understand what major 

depression means? 

(MACY raises her hand.) 

Yes? 

 

MACY 

Just, like, feeling sad all the time and really unhappy. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Right, and . . . 

 

KATE 

It’s a type of depression.  There are nine symptoms, and if 

you have five of them you have major depression. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

That’s right, Kate!  Dr. Miles, please note that the women 

have retained basic information learned before the procedure.  

Kate, do you remember what the symptoms are? 

 

KATE 

Um . . . not sleeping, not eating, loss of motivation, 

exhaustion, um . . . 

 

MACY 

(raising hand)   

Oh!  Me!  Can’t concentrate, um, getting, like, down on 

yourself all the time, um ... 

 

KATE 

Feeling sluggish . . . 

 

MACY 

Slow!  That’s right, or feeling hyperactive, and um . . . 

 

KATE 

Generally low mood. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

That’s right.  One more . . . 

(The women don’t know.) 

Suicidal thoughts. 
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MACY 

Do I have suicidal thoughts? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

That was one of your symptoms.  Yes. 

 

MACY  

(to FEMALE NURSE, 

bewildered) 

I’m sad. 

 

SHARON 

All right, I get it.  We’re all sad.  Wah.  Now explain to me 

why I don’t remember who I am or what I the hell I’m doing 

here? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

As it says in your consent form, which you all signed and 

which were witnessed by family members or loved ones, you 

agreed to undergo voluntary amnesia. 

 

MACY 

Voluntary amnesia?  Is that a thing? 

 

KATE 

I’ve never heard of that. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

That’s because it’s new.  I invented a revolutionary drug 

that blocks nerve cells from transmitting certain memories, 

thus giving each of you perceived amnesia.  

 

MACY 

A b c d e f g h i j k l m n o -- 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Very good, Macy.  You’ll find that you’re able to remember 

basic information: things that you learned long ago so that 

they became second nature, such as how to drive a car. 

 

MACY 

The capitol of Russia is . . . oh, crap.  What’s the capital 

of Russia? 

 

KATE 

Are you sure you knew that in the first place? 
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MACY 

No. 

 

SHARON 

Someone shut the little girl up; she is driving me fucking 

insane. 

 

MACY 

Kiss my ass! 

(Gasps.) 

I wonder where I learned that? 

 

MALE NURSE 

Should I give her more gas? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

No, let’s go with it. 

 

KATE 

Tell me more about all this.  So I signed up to have my 

memory erased . . . why? 

 

DR.  KURDISH 

Because modern psychotherapy is drastically lacking in one 

key facet -- a patient is unable to examine her life properly 

because she has a limited perspective.  She has a biased 

opinion of her choices because she made them. 

 

KATE 

I don’t get it. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

I wanted to ask the question:  how would you feel about your 

life -- your choices -- if you had the benefit of an 

outsider’s perspective?   

 

KATE 

Outsider’s perspective?  Like, we’re all strangers to 

ourselves, now? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Yes.  You can pass judgment on yourself without feeling the 

need to justify your choices.  This is what I’ve invited each 

of you to do, and you have accepted. 

 

MACY 

Oooh, that’s kinda fun! 
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KATE 

So, what did you do . . . like, give us pills or something? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

An injection, actually.  It’s a compound that places a defect 

in your acetylcholine neurotransmission system; similar to 

what happens to Alzheimer’s patients. 

 

KATE 

Is it permanent? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Absolutely not.  There’s antidote that’ll get the 

transmitters working like new. 

 

KATE 

What if it doesn’t work? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

It will.  It will.  A number of test patients have tried it 

out successfully. 

 

DR. MILES 

It’s perfectly safe. 

 

KATE 

That voice is weird. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Dr. Miles is on the board of the university that’s funding 

the project.  His involvement was part of their terms. 

 

KATE 

He sounds like my dad. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

How do you know what your dad sounds like? 

 

KATE 

I don’t know. 

 

(DR. KURDISH turns to 

observation room) 

 

DR. MILES 

Noted. 
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SHARON 

Creepy. 

 

MACY 

Pay no attention to the man behind the curtain! 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Just try to ignore him.   

 

KATE 

Okay. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Are you ready to learn more about yourselves? 

 

MACY 

Yes! 

 

KATE 

I suppose. 

 

(DR. KURDISH looks to 

SHARON who rolls eyes.) 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Good.  Now.  Each of you wrote a letter detailing who you 

are.  What you put in this letter and what you omitted can be 

very telling, so pay close attention.  Macy, since you seem 

so eager, would you like to see yours first? 

 

MACY 

Yes, please! 

(DR. KURDISH hands it to 

her, and she stands.) 

Can I read it out loud? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

If you like. 

 

MACY 

“Dear Macy.”  I have pretty handwriting. “You’re probably a 

little confused right now, but don’t worry, you’re a smart 

girl and strong, and you can figure all this out.  Doctor 

Kurdish is really nice and she will help you, so don’t be 

afraid to ask for help.  Well, I’m probably wondering about  
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MACY (Cont.) 

myself so here’s some stuff you should know.  You’re nineteen 

years old and you attend Stanford University, pre-med.” 

 

SHARON 

Nineteen?  Pre-med?  With the maturity level of a six-year-

old, if you ask me. 

 

KATE 

Hey!  That’s not nice! 

 

DR. KURDISH 

All right, Sharon, that’s enough.  Instead of swearing and 

insulting people, why don’t you examine your need to curse at 

others? 

 

SHARON 

Why don’t you examine THIS, Dr. Frankenstein? 

 

KATE 

Okay, now you’re not even making sense. 

 

SHARON 

Fuck this.  I’m out of here. 

 

(She rises and stomps 

toward the doorway.  

FEMALE NURSE and MALE 

NURSE hurry to bar her 

escape.) 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Sharon, no! 

 

(SHARON tries to push 

through the nurses, and 

they grab her.) 

 

SHARON 

Let go!  Let me go, fuckers!  Get off! 

 

(DR. KURDISH hurries to 

laughing gas, pulls it 

over, and tries to place 

mask over SHARON’s face.  

SHARON knocks mask away.) 
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DR. KURDISH 

If you don’t calm down I’m calling security and you’re out 

for good. 

 

SHARON 

Fine, do that. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

I don’t think you want me to.  You went to great lengths to 

do this.  Sharon really thought she had something to learn.  

Once you get your memory back, Sharon will be very 

disappointed in your behavior. 

 

SHARON 

I don’t like Sharon.  Sharon is obviously crazy. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Not crazy.  Just desperate. 

(Beat.  SHARON straightens 

up and NURSES let go.  She 

stares at DR. KURDISH.) 

I understand how you feel.  I used to suffer from 

incapacitating depression.  I’ve learned how to solve it.  I 

really hope you let me help you. 

 

(SHARON reluctantly 

crosses to seat and sits.) 

 

DR. KURDISH  

(to MACY) 

Please continue. 

 

MACY 

It’s just that I’m confused, so I don’t –- 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Ignore Sharon.  You’re doing fine. 

 

MACY 

(collecting herself and 

returning to her letter) 

... nineteen years old, attend Stanford U, pre-med.  Okay.  

“You graduated as Salutatorian of your class with a GPA of 

3.95.  But don’t feel bad because you missed gym class for 

two weeks Sophomore year because of the flu, and Ms. Turner 

was lame and wouldn’t let you make up the time, so you got a 

B.”  That sucks!  “But you were still in the top two percent  
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MACY (Cont.) 

of your class, which got you into Stanford on early 

acceptance.  You play cello first chair and were all-state 

orchestra three years in a row.  In high school you won 

service awards for volunteering with underprivileged kids and 

starting a peer-mentoring program for students with 

disabilities.”  I did?  Oh my gosh, I like me! 

 

KATE 

That’s really great, Macy. 

 

MACY 

Thanks. 

 

SHARON 

Yes, she’s Mary-fucking-Poppins. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Sharon ... 

 

MACY 

“You also took all AP classes your senior year and got AP 

credits in History and Biology.”  I’m smart.  “Other high 

school activities were Lincoln-Douglas Debate, where you took 

seventh place in state junior year, writing for the school 

paper, President of the Spanish Club –-“  Oy, mios dios! 

(laughs) 

“... 4-H, treasurer of Student Government, and campus multi-

cultural club.”  Wow.  That’s a lot of stuff.  “You’re an 

only child and your parents are Roger and Sheila, who are way 

cool.  It was their idea that you come here and get help 

because they love you very much and want you to get well so 

that you can pursue your dream of becoming a doctor.  You’re 

a strong, intelligent, independent woman and I know you can 

do this.  Love, Macy.  P.S.  You are allergic to shellfish, 

so don’t eat any.” 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Okay, Macy, do you have any thoughts? 

 

MACY 

I sound like a very busy person. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Mmm-hmm. 

 

 



 17 

MACY 

But I sound ... pretty cool, actually.  Maybe a little nerdy, 

but I sound like I have a good life. 

 

DR.  KURDISH 

That was all in the past, though.  What about your life right 

now?  What does that look like? 

 

MACY 

Um ...  I guess I still don’t know. 

 

DR.  KURDISH 

Mmm-hmm. 

 

MACY 

I didn’t say much about that, did I? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Thank you, Macy.  Why don’t you concentrate on that and have 

a seat while we move on to Kate. 

 

KATE 

Okay. 

(a photo falls out) 

A picture.  It’s two little boys!  Are they mine? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Read the letter. 

 

KATE  

“Dear Kate, Your real name is Katherine Marie, but everyone 

just calls you Kate.  Your family means the world to you.  

You are married and have two kids, Thomas Angelo Bixby and 

Michael James Bixby --“  Oh, they are mine!  Oh, look!  I 

have two sons!  Look at them!  They’re adorable, they look so  

happy!  They’re hugging each other! “You’ll never forget 

December 28th, 1997 when you found out you were pregnant.  It 

was the happiest day of your entire life.  Michael is seven 

and Thomas is four.  Michael is in first grade and loves 

football and astronomy.  He wants to be a ninja when he grows 

up.”  A ninja!  I love it!  “Thomas is in pre-school and 

loves drawing.  He’s very sensitive and has a cat named 

Toilet.  When you’re not spending time with your kids, you’re 

working part-time as a physical therapist.  You love to read 

and knit.  You never miss an episode of Law and Order.  Your 

best friend’s name is April, she will help you if you need 

anything.” 
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DR. KURDISH 

Are you pleased? 

 

KATE 

Yes.  Look at them!  They’re adorable! 

 

DR.  KURDISH 

What can you say about yourself, having read that letter? 

 

KATE 

I’m probably pretty laid back, if I’d let my kid name a cat 

Toilet.  And I’m very involved with their lives. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

What’s missing from the letter? 

 

KATE 

Well, a lot of specifics, but this is just a general 

overview, right?  I feel like I included a lot. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Mmm-hmm.  Okay, Kate.  Relax and let it sink in.  We’ll move 

over to Sharon. 

 

SHARON 

I can’t wait. 

(DR. KURDISH hands SHARON 

the letter.  SHARON 

snatches it and reads 

unceremoniously) 

“Dear Sharon, you’re probably a little upset right now that 

I’m doing this, but I’ve got to understand there was no other 

choice.” 

(slows down) 

“I’ve seen doctor after doctor and no one has been able to 

help lift the depression that is destroying my life.  For the 

past several months I’ve been so debilitated that it’s been 

nearly impossible to leave the house.  I’ve stopped 

exercising, stopped socializing, and can barely even work.  

I’ve tried every medication, and they all make me crazy or 

feel like a zombie, and I can’t do that any more.  This is a 

drastic measure, but drastic times call for drastic measures, 

and if this doesn’t help, nothing will.  So please be patient 

and participate completely.”  Well.  Apparently I’ve got 

myself pegged. 
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DR. KURDISH 

Sharon can be very wise. 

 

SHARON 

“To start with, here are some basic facts.  You live in San 

Francisco where you are the President and CEO of Digicorp, 

the second largest cell-phone service provider in North 

America.” 

 

MACY 

Holy cow. 

 

SHARON 

“You were appointed this position twelve years ago after 

working as the President of Marketing and Communications for 

MacIntosh, of which Digicorp is a spin-off corporation.  You 

were single-handedly responsible for the creation of 

Digicorp, and your success made you the first woman ever to 

receive the Halverson Award for Success in Business, a 

business-world version of the Pulitzer Prize.” 

 

KATE 

Geez. 

 

SHARON 

Am I making this up? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

No, you’re not.  I’d heard of you before you became my 

patient. 

 

SHARON 

That’s something.  “You graduated from Harvard Business 

School at the top of your class, earning an MBA in 1973.  You 

own a penthouse in San Francisco, and a vacation home in 

Barbados.  You are fifty-seven, no make that thirty-five, 

years old.”  Is that a joke? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

I don’t know.  Are you amused? 

(SHARON looks bewildered.) 

Go ahead and continue. 

 

SHARON 

That’s all. 
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DR. KURDISH 

Thank you, Sharon.   

(addressing group) 

Your responses to this initial introduction are important, so 

I’m going to ask that you keep a journal and record your 

reactions.  Does anyone have any further observations? 

 

MACY 

About our letters? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

About anything you want.  Kate.  Did you notice that your 

letter didn’t mention anything about your depression? 

 

KATE 

That’s true. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Sharon talked about depression a great deal, and Macy’s only 

touched on it, but didn’t go into detail.  What do you think 

that says about each of you?  There are no right or wrong 

answers here.  This is all new, we’re all learning together. 

 

SHARON 

Well, since I’ve been battling this for a long time, maybe 

I’m more willing to face it head-on.  Like I’m not in denial. 

 

KATE 

Do you think I’m in denial? 

 

SHARON 

That’s not what I said ... 

 

MACY 

Maybe she means it’s newer to us, so we’re, like, not used to 

talking about it. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Good point. 

 

KATE 

That is a good point.  I want to know more about why I’m 

here.  According to my letter, I’ve got it pretty good.  I 

have a good family, a decent job.  Why am I doing this? 
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MACY 

Me, too.  I seem pretty well-rounded.  I mean, I couldn’t 

find anything negative from this letter, but I’m obviously 

not happy even though I have all these accomplishments. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

I could go into that, if you’d like. 

 

KATE and MACY 

Yes. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Okay.  Who would like to go first? 

 

MACY 

I would.  If that’s okay. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

That’s fine.  Logan, Stacy, if you could please take Sharon 

and Kate into the waiting area ... 

 

MACY 

They’re not going to stay? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

They can if you want them to.  We’ll be sharing some very 

personal information, but it’s up to you. 

 

MACY 

I don’t mind what you guys know.  I don’t even know it 

myself, so what do I have to hide? 

 

KATE 

Hey, we’re all in this together, right? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

It’s nice to have someone in the same boat, yes. 

 

(DR. KURDISH looks at 

SHARON, who nods.) 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Alright, then.   

(She turns to the 

observation booth.) 

Dr. Miles has your preliminary files.  Can you give us the 

background, doctor? 
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DR. MILES 

Of course.  Macy.  You’ve already discovered that you were 

suicidal.  In our initial interviews we learned that you 

attempted to overdose on pills, but were discovered by your 

college roommate, who called an ambulance.  You refused to 

speak with a school psychologist, and your mom was 

researching alternative treatments for depression when she 

came across our study.  You told Dr. Kurdish that lately you 

feel as if there is no point in going on, and have little 

interest in your own treatment.  According to your friends 

and family, your suicide attempt was completely out 

character. No one was even aware that you were unhappy. 

 

MACY 

Wow. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

The good news is that there has been a drastic shift in your 

attitude since taking the Amnesia Serum today, and you seem 

very enthusiastic about your own recovery.  This indicates to 

me that your depression is much more situational than even I 

had anticipated.  As soon as you forgot your worries, you 

were the upbeat, funny girl your parents had described. 

 

MACY 

This is freaking me out a little bit. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

It’s a lot to swallow.  Do you need to take a break?  Do you 

want to go outside? 

 

MACY 

No.  I’ll be okay. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Stacy, please bring Macy some water.  Let’s move on.  Kate? 

 

KATE  

Yes. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Do you prefer privacy? 

 

KATE 

No, it’s fine. 
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DR. KURDISH 

You’re certain? 

(KATE nods) 

Doctor Miles? 

 

DR. MILES 

Kate, you’ve described feeling out-of-control of your own 

emotions, feeling irrationally angry, and you fear taking it 

out on your family.  Your behavior and moods are affecting 

your parenting skills, and you sought treatment for the sake 

of your children.  You’ve described suicidal thoughts, though 

to our knowledge have made no actual plans for suicide.  

However, you’ve described staying in bed crying all day for 

no reason, an inability to sleep, loss of appetite, and bouts 

of mania where you become incredibly obsessive about the 

cleanliness of your home.  After a psychiatrist suggested 

medication, you came to Dr. Kurdish saying that you do not 

believe in medication for mental problems. 

 

KATE 

Don’t believe in it?  What did I mean by that? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

You expressed concern about becoming dependant on anti-

depressants.  You mentioned having friends on drugs such as 

Zoloft who were unable to properly wean themselves from the 

drug.  Also that they were never sure whether they were 

feeling better because of the drug, or because they were 

actually over their depression.  It makes the weaning process 

unnecessarily traumatic and disruptive and I personally think 

it’s treating the symptom rather than the problem. 

 

SHARON 

Wait.  Go back.  Isn’t depression neurological or something? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

It’s more hormonal, but you’re right.  Depression is the 

physical reaction to insufficient serotonin in the brain.  It 

also increases the release of the hormone corticosterone, 

which causes stress.  And releases from the pituitary gland 

become deregulated. 

 

MACY 

But what causes it, though?  Are the hormones out of whack 

because we’re depressed, or are we depressed because of the 

hormones? 
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DR. KURDISH 

That’s exactly the dilemma, Macy.  It’s your basic chicken or 

the egg scenario.  Which comes first?  Depression, which 

makes the hormones act differently?  Or the hormones getting 

mixed up, which makes you depressed? 

 

SHARON 

I get what you’re saying. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

(to the observation booth 

significantly) 

Doctors who prescribe medicine –- 

(turns back to patients) 

-- believe that there is simply a malfunction in the hormones 

that occurs for reasons we don’t understand, and that getting 

them back to normal is all that we need.  Understand? 

 

KATE 

I think so. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

But I think it makes more sense that the hormones are a 

reaction to the stress of depression, meaning treating the 

depression itself, and the causing factors, will make the 

hormones behave. 

 

MACY 

Can’t it be a little of both? 

 

DR.  KURDISH 

Certainly.  Many believe it is. 

 

DR. MILES 

But studies have shown that most people with depression have 

a genetic predisposition to it.  It runs in families, like 

diabetes or poor eyesight. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

And I think people are more prone to depression the way some 

people are more likely to get bruises.  Your blood vessels 

are more sensitive, yes.  But in order to get a bruise, 

something has to strike you.   

 

DR.MILES 

Dr. Kurdish and I differ a little in our philosophy on that. 
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DR. KURDISH (edgily) 

Bruises don’t happen spontaneously.   

(to patients) 

We’re here to make sure you don’t get hit again. 

 

DR. MILES 

It’s a bit more complicated than that. 

 

DR. KURDISH  

Of course.  I’m using laymen’s terms. 

 

DR. MILES 

Understood.  Just be careful oversimplifying a complicated 

manner. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

I didn’t feel I was. 

 

DR. MILES 

Perhaps we should stay on track. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Thank you.  I was just going to do that. 

 

DR. MILES 

Excellent. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Let’s move on to phase two. 

(to booth) 

If that’s okay with you. 

 

DR. MILES 

Certainly. 

 

KATE 

What’s phase two? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Personal appearance.  How you feel about yourselves 

physically can have a lot to say about how you feel about 

yourself personally.  So we’re going to introduce you to a 

mirror. 

 

(FEMALE NURSE and MALE 

NURSE produce a full-

length mirror.) 
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DR. KURDISH 

I asked you to dress as if you were meeting someone for the 

first time, say a potential father-in-law or boss.  So bear 

that in mind.  Who wants to go first? 

 

(SHARON, KATE, and MACY 

hesitate.) 

 

KATE 

I’ll go. 

(She steps to the mirror.  

Her clothes are rather 

plain.  Her hair is blunt 

and un-styled.  She wears 

very little or no make-up.  

Her face remains 

expressionless as she 

regards herself.  Finally 

she turns to DR. KURDISH.) 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Any thoughts? 

 

KATE 

I don’t know.  I’m ... okay.  A little pudgier than I’d like, 

but... 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Is that all? 

 

KATE 

Well, honestly?  I’m a little drab.  I mean, is this what I 

would wear to impress people?  Is this all I have?  My hair 

is ... blah, and look -- my teeth!  They’re crooked.  And I’m 

... short. 

 

MACY 

You’re way pretty, Kate. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Thank you, Macy, but please keep comments to yourself.  It’s 

important to judge ourselves without outside input. 

 

MACY 

Okay, but she’s pretty. 
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DR. KURDISH 

Kate, we taped your comments about your appearance in an 

earlier session. 

 

(She signals to MALE 

NURSE, who pushes a 

button.) 

 

KATE (voice-over) 

I don’t know, I guess I don’t really care that much about my 

looks.  My life is really hectic, making sure my kids are fed 

and getting laundry done, and that sort of thing, so I don’t 

spend a lot of time on myself.  I hardly ever look in the 

mirror.  And I hate shopping, so ...  My clothes, you know, 

reflect that.  I go for comfort, mostly, and don’t care about 

the rest.  Oh, but I wouldn’t mind losing weight.  If I can 

ever get myself to diet ... 

 

KATE (live) 

Well, that explains it. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Are you unhappy with your lack of attention to your 

appearance, Kate? 

 

KATE 

I don’t know ...   I mean I’m meeting myself for the first 

time.  At least I could have put on some lipstick. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Have a seat, Kate.  Sharon? 

 

(SHARON rises from her 

seat, smoothes her 

clothes, and steps to the 

mirror.  She wears a smart 

business-suit and heels.  

Her hair is perfectly 

coiffed and she wears a 

good deal of make-up.) 

 

SHARON 

Wow.  I look older than I feel.   

 

DR. KURDISH 

Interesting ... 

 



 28 

SHARON 

Who the fuck did my make-up? 

 

MACY 

It’s not that bad. 

(to DR. KURDISH’s look) 

Sorry. 

 

SHARON 

Fine.  I look okay.  What else do you want to hear? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Whatever you’re thinking.  Would you like to hear your taped 

comments? 

 

SHARON 

Sure. 

 

SHARON (voice-over) 

How do I feel about my looks?  Actually, I’m pretty happy 

with them.  I get to the gym pretty often, I watch my diet 

and all of my clothes are from Saks and Barneys.  I pay very 

close attention to how I look.  You know, a first impression 

is imperative, and I like to put my best face forward. 

 

SHARON (live) 

I missed. 

 

SHARON (voice-over) 

I’ve been thinking about getting some work done.  A face 

lift, maybe some Botox ... 

 

SHARON (live) 

Yes, do that. 

 

SHARON (voice-over) 

But, hey, age is a sign of wisdom, and each wrinkle is a war-

wound. 

 

SHARON (live) 

Who is that woman? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

I should probably point out, Sharon, that your personality 

seems to have taken a drastic turn since you received the 

Amnesia Serum.  Though you were severely depressed, you were 

well-mannered and very practical. 
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SHARON 

Practically insane. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

These jabs at yourself are not doing you any good.  I would 

also like to add that the Sharon I knew never swore. 

 

SHARON 

Tell the Sharon you know that swearing is fun. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

That’ll do. 

 

(SHARON sits.  DR. KURDISH 

motions that MACY should 

approach the mirror.) 

 

MACY 

I don’t want to. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Why? 

 

MACY 

I just don’t.  I’m not gonna like it. 

 

DR. KURDISH  

Why do you think that? 

 

MACY 

Because neither of them liked themselves, and they have 

nothing wrong with them. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

You believe it’s a pattern? 

 

MACY 

Well it just seems like everyone outside here is always 

criticizing.  I don’t know.  My brain isn’t working ...  

Like, all the people who decide what’s okay. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Do you mean society? 

 

MACY 

Society!  Yes! 
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DR. KURDISH 

What about it? 

 

MACY 

Nothing is ever good enough for them. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Them ... who? 

 

MACY 

Everyone!  The people!  They disapprove! 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Of who? 

MACY 

Everyone else.  It’s so judgmental.  It’s scary. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Okay, Macy.  It’s okay.  This isn’t about everyone else.  

This is about you.  How you feel about yourself.  We can 

leave everyone else out of it, okay?  I want to know how 

you feel. 

 

MACY 

Okay. 

(She gets up and 

tentatively crosses to the 

mirror.  She is dressed in 

a trendy yet elegant 

outfit, with hair and 

make-up to match.  She 

regards herself, a smile 

gradually growing on her 

lips.) 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Yes? 

 

MACY (softly) 

I like it. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

What do you like? 
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MACY (laughing) 

Everything.  I like my eyes, and I like my thick hair, 

and I like my tallness, and my shoes.  I love my shoes!  

And my smile, and my cheeks. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

That’s good to know, Macy.  You’re a beautiful girl.  

But would you like to hear what you told me in one of 

our sessions? 

 

MACY 

Sure. 

 

MACY (voice-over) 

Bleh.  No.  I don’t like anything.  I hate my hair 

because it’s so frizzy, and I’m huge -- I’m so fat I’m 

practically obese.  I look like an ogre.  Guys never 

like me, ever.  I’m ugly.  I can never get my hair to 

look right, and I can’t wear low-rise because my fat 

hangs over the jeans.  I can’t wear anything cute, it 

just looks stupid on me.  I have bushy eyebrows and a 

chipmunk face.  I look like a Save the Children 

campaign.  Except those children are starving and 

skinny.  I’m not. 

 

DR. KURDISH (voice-over) 

So you don’t like anything about yourself?  Not a single 

thing? 

 

MACY (voice-over) 

Nope. 

 

DR. KURDISH (voice-over) 

But what about your hands?  You have beautiful hands.  

They play such lovely music. 

 

MACY (voice-over) 

Yeah, check out these calluses.   

 

MACY (live) 

I’m not that bad!  I mean...  Look.  Do you see any fat?  

How can I say those things about myself? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

That’s something to explore. 
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MACY 

But I don’t know where I’m getting this.  It’s like I’m 

talking about someone else.  Why do I hate myself so 

much? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Don’t worry.  We’ll get this all worked out. 

 

MACY 

I don’t want to do this any more. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Don’t give up.  This is only the beginning.  You’ll get 

to go home, you get to meet your family... 

 

KATE 

I get to meet my boys? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Well, no.  It would be too traumatic for children if 

their mom didn’t remember them.  They’ve been sent off 

for the week to camp.  But your husband is waiting right 

outside to meet you and take you home.  And Macy, your 

parents are here, waiting to help you through this. 

 

MACY 

Can I see them? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Soon.  We have a couple more -- 

 

SHARON 

Is anyone waiting for me? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

From what I understand you’ve hired a car service to 

take you home. 

 

SHARON 

Car service?  Am I not married?  Don’t I have a family? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

I’ve spoken with your assistant, she’s waiting at your 

house to help you with anything you need. 

 

SHARON 

Assistant?  Oh. 
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DR. KURDISH 

There is one more exercise we need to complete. 

(FEMALE NURSE and MALE 

NURSE hand KATE, SHARON, 

and MACY their purses) 

And I didn’t tell you that we’d be doing this 

beforehand, so this is a real insight into yourself.  

You get to go through your purses.  React to what you 

see.  Go ahead. 

 

(MACY, KATE, and SHARON 

begin going through their 

purses.) 

 

MACY 

Tissues ... wallet ... thirty-two dollars inside ...  

Ooh!  A credit card.   

 

SHARON 

Cell phone, of course ... Snickers bar.  That’s a 

surprise. 

 

MACY 

Here’s my license.  I was born in nineteen eighty-six.  

In June!  Spring baby. 

(holding out cell phone) 

Hey, Sharon!  Digicom! 

 

SHARON 

Thank you for your business. 

 

MACY 

You’re welcome.  Lipstick.  Lip gloss.  Lip balm.  

Chapstick.  Boy, do I have a lip fetish?  Gum.  Balled 

up pieces of trash.  Hi, I’m a slob. 

 

SHARON 

Sunglasses.  Tons of make-up.  No surprise there. 

(Tosses make-up in nearby 

trash bin.) 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Sharon, I’d advise against rash decisions such as 

throwing away your belongings. 
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SHARON 

I’m turning over a new leaf, doctor.  Besides, I’m sure 

I have tons more at home.  Look!  Perfume!  Who carries 

perfume in their purse? 

 

MACY 

Look, my wallet has pictures in it.  Are these my 

friends?  Is this my cat?  Check it out!  Prom picture!  

I think.  That’s me, right?  Is that me?  Is that my 

date?  There’s so much I don’t know.  This is tiring.  

My keychain is a little Tiki guy.  Did I go to Hawaii?  

When?  I don’t have a tan. 

 

SHARON 

Hey.  I don’t have a driver’s license.  Probably why I 

need a car service. 

 

MACY 

Rich people don’t drive, Sharon.  Duh. 

 

SHARON 

Am I rich? 

 

MACY 

Hello, you have a summer home on Barbados.  Can I have 

that Snickers?  I’m starving.  When was the last time I 

ate?  Anyone know?  Do I even like Snickers? 

(SHARON hands it to her.  

MACY takes huge bite.) 

Yes, for the record, I totally love Snickers. 

 

SHARON 

I have a lot of junk in here.  Road maps, for no reason, 

since I guess I don’t drive.  Zagat guidebook.  A 

miniature motorized fan.  What am I, Scarlet O’Hara?  

Then there’s about a dozen pens, a lighter, cigarettes -

- yuck, I’m a smoker. 

(sniffs the cigarettes) 

Please can I smoke one right now? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

When you get outside. 

 

SHARON 

My body needs it.  I can tell.  It’ll really help. 
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DR. KURDISH 

We’re almost done.  Kate, anything of interest in your 

bag? 

 

KATE 

This is kind of strange. 

 

MACY 

What do you have? 

 

(KATE reaches into her bag 

and pulls out a book.) 

 

KATE 

That’s all there is. 

 

MACY  

The Unbearable Lightness of Being. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

That’s it? 

 

(KATE nods.) 

 

DR. KURDISH 

No wallet?  No keys?   

 

(KATE shrugs.  Beat.) 

 

KATE 

What does it mean? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

I don’t know.  Maybe you’re sending yourself a message. 

 

KATE 

But I didn’t know we’d be doing this exercise.  You just 

said. 

 

DR.  KURDISH 

Maybe you brought something for the waiting room.  Or 

maybe you’re one step ahead of me.  Please record your 

findings and reactions in your journals as soon as you 

can.  How do you all feel? 

 

SHARON 

Still have a headache, but otherwise fine, I guess. 
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MACY 

Fine. 

 

KATE 

Okay. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

The headache should fade in time, but call me if it 

persists.  That’s it, ladies.  We’re done here for now. 

 

SHARON 

Just like that? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Just like that. 

 

MACY 

Wait.  What if, say, like, my aunt calls and I don’t 

remember her?  Won’t she freak out? 

 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Your family and close friends know about this 

experiment, so there will be no need to explain it to 

them.   

 

SHARON 

Well, wait.  Am I supposed to go to work?  I have no 

idea how to CEO a company.  I’ll fuck it up. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

You’ve taken some vacation time.  So have you, Kate.  

And Macy, you’re on spring break, so you won’t have to 

worry about schoolwork. 

 

MACY 

Oh, good.  Some kids go to Daytona Beach.  I go to the 

funny farm and get voluntary amnesia.  Maybe I’m 

depressed because I’m nothing like other people my age? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Is being like others important to you? 

 

MACY 

That was a joke.  You’re taking me too seriously. 
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DR. KURDISH 

Am I? 

(MALE NURSE hands each 

woman a journal.) 

Please write in your journals as frequently as you can. 

I’ll be calling to check in on you every day, but you 

can call anytime you feel the need.  You also have each 

other’s numbers.  Since you won’t remember anyone from 

your real life, the other two women here are the oldest 

friends you have.  Are you ready? 

 

MACY 

Ready?  I guess. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Alright, then.  I’ll see you at the end of the week. 

 

(The women don’t move.  

Finally, KATE stands up.  

MACY and then SHARON 

stand.)   

 

KATE 

Thank you, doctor. 

 

MACY and SHARON 

Thank you, doctor. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Good luck, ladies. 

 

(MACY, KATE, and SHARON 

look at one another and 

then exit through the 

door. DR. KURDISH looks up 

at observation booth.) 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Doctor Miles, is this going to work?   

(beat) 

Doctor Miles? 

 

(BLACKOUT) 

 

(END OF ACT I) 
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ACT II 

 

SETTING: Three separate rooms span the 

stage.  SHARON’s living room 

is center, KATE’s living room 

is stage left, and MACY’S 

bedroom is stage right.  

Again, furniture can be 

sparse, and living space can 

be implied with a few 

curtains or paintings.  The 

rooms are clearly divided. 

 

AT RISE: The stage is empty, but as 

the lights come up, ASSISTANT 

leads SHARON through a 

doorway (implied or 

otherwise) DR, holding a 

folder of papers. 

 

ASSISTANT 

... and that’s the second guest bedroom.  You’re 

thinking of turning it into a home gym. 

 

SHARON 

So ... Michelle, is it? 

 

ASSISTANT 

Monica. 

 

SHARON 

Monica.  Okay.  You’re my assistant, I guess? 

 

ASSISTANT 

Yes. 

 

SHARON 

What does that mean, exactly? 

 

ASSISTANT 

I’m, well ...  I do a lot of things.  I’m your 

secretary at work, basically, but then I do other 

things.  Personal errands.  When you ask me to. 

 

SHARON 

Like come to my house on the weekend to show me 

around? 
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ASSISTANT 

Yes. 

 

SHARON 

And you do it? 

 

ASSISTANT 

Here I am. 

 

SHARON 

Okay.  Great.  So you’ve told me all about my 

business, all about my stock portfolio, and shown me 

around my home.  When do I get to hear about myself? 

 

ASSISTANT 

This is straight from the list you gave me before you 

went to the clinic. 

 

SHARON 

I asked you to show me my stock portfolio as soon as I 

got home? 

 

ASSISTANT 

Yes. 

 

SHARON 

I thought I would care about my fucking stock 

portfolio? 

(ASSISTANT smiles 

politely.) 

What about fucking pictures?  What about my family?  

Are my parents alive? 

 

ASSISTANT 

I don’t know. 

 

SHARON 

Do I have brothers or sisters? 

 

ASSISTANT 

Yes.  You once had me send your niece a birthday card. 

 

SHARON 

I have a niece!  There you go.  What was her name? 

 



 40 

 

ASSISTANT 

I believe her name is ... Virginia. 

 

SHARON 

Was that my sister’s kid, or my brother’s kid? 

 

ASSISTANT 

You didn’t say. 

 

SHARON 

Well, how old was Virginia? 

 

ASSISTANT 

She was turning five that year.  But that was about 

three years ago.  So she’s probably eight. 

 

SHARON 

Did I skip all of her other birthdays? 

 

ASSISTANT  (doubtful) 

Maybe not.  Maybe you sent the cards yourself. 

 

SHARON 

Well, who might know more about my family?  Or my 

personal life?  Let’s call someone.   

 

ASSISTANT 

Um ... 

 

SHARON 

Who can we call? 

 

(ASSISTANT pulls palm 

pilot out of SHARON’s bag 

while SHARON paces) 

 

ASSISTANT 

 

Well ... 

 

SHARON 

I can have a little get-together and then I can learn 

everything at once. 

 

ASSISTANT 

Okay.  Um ... 
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SHARON 

Yes, that’s a great idea.  Who can we invite?   

 

ASSISTANT 

Well, everyone from the office will come, of course.  

Then there’s ... 

(she scrolls through 

names, eventually taking 

quite awhile) 

Doug, your dermatologist.  Arturo, your personal 

trainer.  There’s Blanche, your hairdresser.  She’ll 

come ... 

 

SHARON 

Do I have any friends I don’t pay? 

 

ASSISTANT 

I’m sorry? 

 

SHARON 

Isn’t there anyone on that list who isn’t on my 

payroll?  Friends?  Family?  Maybe we should look at 

my palm pilot. 

 

ASSISTANT 

This is your palm pilot.  Well, you encounter so many 

people in your professional life.  It makes sense that 

you would befriend them.  Right? 

 

SHARON 

Why do I get the feeling that you’re patronizing me? 

 

ASSISTANT 

Uh... 

 

SHARON 

How do I look?  Do you like my make-up? 

 

ASSISTANT 

It’s always perfect. 

 

SHARON 

Now I know you’re patronizing me. 

 

ASSISTANT 

No, no.  Not at all! 
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SHARON 

Oh for God’s sake, just be honest with me. 

 

ASSISTANT 

I promise, I’m -- 

 

SHARON 

Just tell me the truth. 

 

ASSISTANT 

But, I -- 

 

SHARON 

Please. 

 

ASSISTANT 

I -- 

 

SHARON 

Michelle -- 

 

ASSISTANT 

My name is Monica! And your make-up could use some 

work! 

 

SHARON 

There you go.  Now, why couldn’t you do that in the 

first place? 

 

ASSISTANT 

Because I’d like to keep my job. 

 

SHARON 

You think I would fire you for telling me I look like 

a circus clown?  I should fire you for letting me walk 

around like this. 

 

ASSISTANT 

You’re acting very strange. 

 

SHARON 

How do I usually act? 

 

ASSISTANT 

Just ... different.  Very ... specific about how 

things should be done. 
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SHARON 

You mean a bitch? 

 

ASSISTANT 

No ... 

 

SHARON 

Yeah.  I met that Sharon at the doctor’s office.  Does 

Sharon swear a lot? 

 

ASSISTANT 

Never.  Just yells. 

 

SHARON 

Go on. 

 

ASSISTANT 

Well, when you’re nice, you’re really really nice.  

Like last year you sent everyone to Vegas as a 

Christmas bonus. 

 

SHARON 

Oh. 

 

ASSISTANT 

We just never know when it’s gonna last.  One minute 

you’re handing out vacations, the next minute you’re 

firing the cleaning guy for leaving an empty wrapper 

under your desk. 

 

SHARON 

Oh. 

 

ASSISTANT 

I’m sorry.  I shouldn’t have ... 

 

SHARON 

No.  It’s alright.  I need to hear it.  Tell me 

everything. 

 

(ASSISTANT pauses.  SHARON 

nods.  The lights dim on 

SHARON’S living room but 

do not go out entirely, 

while the two continue to 

pantomime talking.)  
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(Lights go up on KATE’S 

living room. She is being 

led onstage by her 

HUSBAND.) 

 

HUSBAND 

Ta da!  What do you think? 

 

KATE 

It’s nice.  It’s lovely.  It’s perfect. 

 

HUSBAND 

Are you hungry?  I was going to make tamales for 

dinner, or I could fix you a snack. 

 

KATE 

I’m fine. 

 

HUSBAND 

How do you feel? 

 

KATE 

I don’t feel like anything. 

 

HUSBAND 

Nothing? 

 

KATE 

No.  I’m not sad, or excited, or ... anything.  I feel 

... very ordinary. 

 

HUSBAND 

Are you tired?  Do you want me to rub your back? 

 

KATE 

No. 

 

HUSBAND 

Are you sure?  You love my back rubs. 

 

KATE 

I bet I do.  You seem like a really nice guy. 

 

HUSBAND 

... a real nice guy.  Kate, I’m your husband. 
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KATE  

I know, I didn’t mean to ...  This is just all new to 

me, you know?  I just meant ... 

 

HUSBAND 

I know.  This is weird for me, too. 

 

KATE 

I know.  I’m sorry. 

 

HUSBAND 

I want you to get better. 

 

KATE 

What does better look like?  What am I like when I’m 

better? 

 

HUSBAND 

Well, you’re ...  You’re you.  You’re warm, and ... 

thoughtful, and full of heart.  All you want is for 

everyone around you to be happy. 

 

KATE 

Everyone around me? 

 

HUSBAND 

Everyone.  Even strangers. 

 

 

KATE 

What about me? 

 

HUSBAND 

Making others happy used to make you happy.  Lately I 

don’t know what’s been going on. 

 

KATE 

I think I just need to lie down. 

 

HUSBAND 

I’ll take you to our room ... 

 

KATE 

Here is fine.  I just want to be left alone.  If you 

don’t mind. 
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HUSBAND   

I don’t mind. 

 

(KATE closes her eyes.  

HUSBAND watches her sadly, 

then exits.  When he 

leaves, she pulls the book 

out of her purse and 

begins to read.  Lights 

dim but do not go out on 

KATE’S APARTMENT, while 

she continues to read.  

Lights up on MACY’S 

bedroom.  MACY sits on her 

bed beside MOM.) 

 

MOM 

Of course, we didn’t bother to redecorate when you 

moved out, because you’re welcome to stay in your old 

room any time. 

 

MACY 

Thanks.  That’s so nice. 

 

MOM 

And we come in here from time to time when we miss 

you.  Remember the old days, when little Macy played 

cello all afternoon long ...  You wouldn’t even come 

down to eat sometimes.  The concertos, the nocturnes 

... 

 

(DAD enters, carrying a 

fan, placing it on desk 

beside bed.) 

 

DAD 

Here you are. It’s been getting a little hot lately. 

 

MACY 

Thank you ... dad. 

 

DAD 

We’re sure glad to have you home for Spring Break. 

 

MOM  

And we’ll lick this thing, I know it.  You can do 

anything. 
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DAD 

Anything. 

 

MOM 

We’ll leave you alone now.  I’m sure you have things you 

want to do.  You don’t need mom and dad nosing around. 

 

MACY 

Well ... 

 

DAD 

Call us if you need anything. 

 

MOM 

Dinner’s at six.  I’m making your favorite. 

 

MACY 

Oh, what’s my favorite? 

 

(DAD laughs like she’s 

making a joke, but then he 

catches himself.  DAD and 

MOM share a bewildered 

glance.) 

 

MOM 

Lamb, honey.  We’re having lamb chops.  With mashed 

potatoes. 

 

MACY 

It smells good. 

 

MOM  

That’s my girl.  You’re feeling better already, I can 

tell! 

 

DAD 

That’s right.  Our little girl is back in action! 

 

MOM 

Grown-up girl. 

 

DAD 

Right.  Grown-up girl.  Sorry. 
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(They exit.  MACY paces 

around her room, picking 

up remnants of her 

childhood, and putting 

them back down.  She 

finally opens her door.) 

 

MACY 

Mom? 

 

MOM (off-stage) 

Yes, dear? 

 

MACY 

What am I supposed to be doing? 

 

MOM 

(appearing in “hallway” 

outside door) 

Whatever you want to do. 

 

MACY 

Like what? 

 

MOM 

I think it would be better if you decided.  That way 

you’re taking control of your own behavior.  Right? 

 

MACY 

Um ...  I guess so.  Yes.  You’re right.  You’re right. 

 

MOM 

I’m right downstairs if you need me. 

 

 

MACY 

Okay. 

 

(She closes the door.  

Picks up notebook from 

Doctor’s office, picks up 

phone, an dials.  Lights 

come up in KATE’S living 

room as the phone by her 

sofa starts ringing.  KATE 

hesitates and picks it 

up.) 
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KATE 

Hello? 

 

MACY 

Hi. 

 

KATE 

Macy! 

 

MACY 

It’s so good to hear your voice. 

 

KATE 

How are you doing, honey? 

 

MACY 

I don’t know.  I feel all weird.  I have no idea what 

I’m supposed to be doing.  Am I messing up? 

 

(During the following 

dialogue, SHARON and 

ASSISTANT finish talking 

in the dim light and 

ASSISTANT exits, leaving 

SHARON alone.  She is 

shocked.) 

 

KATE 

You’re not messing up. 

 

MACY 

No. I know.  I’m just ...  Floating. 

 

KATE 

I know what you mean. 

 

MACY 

How about you? 

 

KATE 

Me too.  I guess I thought I would walk in the door and 

have everything hit me like a bolt of lightening. 

 

MACY 

Yes!  Like suddenly I’d know what had gone wrong, and it 

would just be fixed. 
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KATE 

But ... nothing. 

 

MACY 

Nothing.  I’m just sitting alone in my room like this 

person with totally no identity.   

 

KATE 

I know what you mean. 

 

MACY 

Do you think I should call the doctor? 

 

(During the following 

dialogue, SHARON picks up 

her phone and dials.) 

 

KATE 

Not yet.  I mean, call her if you want to, but I think 

this is normal.  I mean, not normal, but... 

 

MACY 

Normal for what we’re going through. 

 

KATE 

It’ll take time, and I --  Hold on, there’s another 

call. 

 

(Lights come up on 

SHARON’S living room.) 

 

KATE 

Hello? 

 

SHARON 

Kate? 

 

KATE 

Sharon, are you okay? 

(SHARON cannot speak.) 

Sharon? 

(She still says nothing.) 

Sharon, I have Macy on the other line, I gonna hang up 

with her, I’ll be right back, okay? 

(Clicks over to MACY’S 

line.) 
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Mace?  It’s Sharon.  Something’s really wrong. 

 

MACY 

Oh, no. 

 

KATE 

I’ll have to call you back. 

 

MACY 

Okay, bye. 

 

(Lights dim on MACY’S 

bedroom, but she remains 

onstage, lying on bed and 

fidgeting.) 

 

KATE 

Sharon?  Sharon, are you there? 

 

SHARON 

Yes. 

 

KATE 

What’s up, Sharon?  What is it?  Say something. 

 

SHARON 

Oh, God. 

 

KATE 

Whatever it is, you’ll get through this.  Whatever’s 

wrong, Sharon, you’ll deal with it, and you’ll get on 

with your life.   

 

SHARON 

My life.  Yes.  My life. 

 

KATE 

Sharon? 

 

SHARON 

I don’t want to get on with my life.  I don’t want to. 

 

(She hangs up the phone 

and exits as lights dim on 

SHARON’S living room.  

KATE seizes notebook and 

hastily dials.) 
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KATE 

Doctor Kurdish?  I think you’d better check on Sharon.  

She doesn’t sound well. I’m really worried.  You will?  

Okay, thank you. 

 

(She hangs up.  Lights dim 

on KATE’S living room and 

rise again on MACY’S 

bedroom.  MOM enters, 

knocks on door.) 

 

MOM 

Dinner’s almost ready.  I heard you on the phone, good 

for you. Was that Gem? 

 

MACY 

No, I was talking to Kate. 

 

MOM 

Kate? 

 

MACY 

From the experiment. 

 

MOM 

I think it’s better if you stick to talking to people in 

your own life. 

 

MACY 

Kate’s in my life. 

 

MOM  

You know what I mean.  But don’t worry, Gem’s coming 

over tomorrow.  You can meet her and you’ll have lots to 

talk about. 

 

MACY 

Okay. 

 

MOM 

Wash up and be down in two, okay? 

 

MACY 

Sure, mom. 
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(Lights dim on MACY’S 

room.  MACY and MOM exit.  

Lights rise on KATE’S 

living room, where she is  

dozing on the couch.  

HUSBAND enters.) 

 

HUSBAND 

I’m about to –- 

(KATE startles awake.) 

Oh.  Sorry.  I’m just about ready for bed, and I was 

going to –- 

 

KATE 

I can sleep here. 

 

HUSBAND 

I was going to give you the bed.  I don’t mind the 

couch. 

 

KATE 

Oh.  I don’t mind it. 

 

HUSBAND 

You sure? 

 

KATE 

Sure. 

 

HUSBAND 

I just talked to the boys.  They’re having lots of fun, 

and they miss you. 

 

KATE 

They ...  Do I get to talk to them? 

 

HUSBAND 

Well ...  No.  I don’t think it’d be a good idea.  They 

think you’re away at a spa.  If they talk to you and 

you’re all –- 

 

KATE 

What? 

 

HUSBAND 

Better that we surprise them when they get home and they 

have their happy, normal mom back. 
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KATE 

I see.  It’s funny.  I miss them.  And I don’t even 

remember them. 

 

HUSBAND 

That’s because you’re a good mom. 

 

KATE 

Am I? 

 

HUSBAND 

The best.   You won’t put anything before those boys. 

 

KATE 

Thanks. 

 

HUSBAND 

Do you have everything that you need? 

(Pointing.) 

Kitchen.  Bathroom.  Our bedroom is the second on the 

right, if you need me, or want to change or anything. 

 

 

KATE 

Thanks.  I’m fine. 

 

HUSBAND 

Then I’m off. 

 

KATE 

Thank you.  And ...  Um.  What is your name? 

 

HUSBAND 

I’m Jack.  Your husband’s name is Jack. 

 

KATE 

Thank you, Jack. 

 

HUSBAND 

I love you. 

 

KATE 

Well.  I love you too.  I suppose. 
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(They laugh, though 

HUSBAND looks slightly 

pained.  He exits.  Lights 

go down entirely on KATE’S 

living room.  Lights up on 

SHARON’S living room.  We 

hear voices offstage.) 

 

SHARON 

Dr. Kurdish? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

How are you? 

 

SHARON 

Come in. 

 

(They enter.) 

 

DR. KURDISH 

What a wonderful home.   You must have been pleased when 

you saw this. 

 

SHARON 

I guess. 

 

(They sit.  DR. KURDISH 

stares at SHARON, waiting 

for her to talk.) 

 

SHARON 

This has been very fucking enlightening.  Very fucking 

enlightening.  Apparently, I, uh, don’t have a single 

friend in the entire world.  I’m divorced from a man who 

has a restraining order against me, I’m estranged from 

my son who hasn’t spoken to me in ten years, and I’m 

hated by every employee I have.  How much of that did 

you know?  From our sessions? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Some. 

 

SHARON 

And you just let me come home to face the firing squad?  

You didn’t even fucking warn me of all of this?  Is this 

funny for you?  Is this a joke? 
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DR. KURDISH 

Are you really angry with me, Sharon? 

 

SHARON 

Bullshit.  Don’t pull the psychotherapy shit on me now.  

I’m trying to have a conversation.  I’m asking you an 

ethical question.  How could you let me come here by 

myself, knowing what I would find?  Come on, you said 

you’ve been depressed yourself.  You said you 

understand. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

I do, and I understand what it’s like to have blinders.  

Obviously, you knew about these things before the 

Amnesia Serum, correct?  And what were you doing about 

it?  What were you doing to change your relationships?  

Can you imagine your reaction when I pointed out that 

your toxic relationships with others could be 

contributing to your condition? 

 

SHARON 

Did it involve swearing? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

No.  Dismissal.  You were convinced that everyone else 

in your life was the problem.  That there was no 

possible way it was you who was to blame. 

 

SHARON 

Still, a little warning would have been nice. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Nice isn’t always helpful. I’m here to help, not be your 

best friend. 

 

SHARON 

Did you know I own a race track?  I own an entire race 

track.  You’d think I’m really into horse racing, right?  

No, you see, I got it in my divorce.  I have no interest 

in horse racing.  I just didn’t want my ex-husband to 

have it. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

This is a serious break-through.  Now the healing can 

begin.  You can try to reach out to those you have 

harmed. 
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SHARON 

Right.  And say what?  Hi, Chris, this is your mom.  

Sorry I threw a fit over the guest list and didn’t show 

up on your wedding day. 

 

DR.  KURDISH 

Yes.  Yes. 

 

SHARON 

Right. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Yes. 

 

(Lights go out completely 

on SHARON’S living room.  

Come up on MACY and 

ROOMMATE in MACY’S room.) 

 

ROOMMATE 

And Thursday nights we sneak into Zigzag’s.  It’s a 

twenty-one and over club, but I know the bouncer. 

 

MACY 

Cool.  What else? 

 

ROOMMATE 

... um ...  I don’t know.  There’s not much to college 

life.  We study.  We party.  You do more studying than 

partying, but hey —- med school.  

 

MACY 

Right.  Do I ever, like, hook up with guys? 

 

ROOMMATE 

Are you asking me if you’re a virgin?  Yes.  You’re a 

virgin.  You’d better be, because if you aren’t I’ll 

kill you since you didn’t tell me about it. 

 

MACY 

Do I have a boyfriend? 

 

ROOMATE 

No. 

 

MACY 

Have I ever? 
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ROOMMATE 

You talked about this guy you once dated in junior high, 

but as far as I know, he didn’t even get past second 

base. 

 

MACY 

And that’s it?  God, I’m boring. 

 

ROOMMATE 

You’re not boring.  You’re totally popular, you have 

tons and tons of friends, everyone in the dorm loves 

you.  You’re the life of every party. 

 

MACY 

Shut up. 

 

ROOMMATE 

Are you kidding?  You’re hilarious.  You’re like a 

beauty queen and class clown all rolled up in one.  As a 

matter of fact, I hate you a little bit. 

 

(MACY’s cell phone beeps.) 

 

MACY 

Clyde.  Who’s Clyde? 

(ROOMMATE shrugs.) 

There’s a text message. 

(She flips phone open and 

reads.) 

“Where are you?”  What do I do? 

 

ROOMMATE 

Write him back. 

 

MACY 

(punching into phone) 

I’m ... at ... home.  You? 

 

ROOMMATE 

Hey, listen.  Do you want to go out tonight?  Because 

Laurie and everyone ended up staying on campus, so 

they’re going bar hopping downtown.  I think I can score 

you a fake ID. 
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MACY 

I don’t know ... 

(Her phone beeps again.) 

“Busy tonight?”  Who is this guy? 

 

ROOMATE 

Probably some loser who got your number from the campus 

directory.  Just ignore him.   

(Rising to leave.) 

Listen, I’ll call you later to give you the 411 on 

tonight.  Wear something hot, ‘kay? 

 

MACY 

I don’t know, I think I might just stay in tonight. 

 

ROOMMATE 

Oh, come on -- 

 

MACY 

I’m really not feeling it.  I have a headache from this 

medicine, and I’m just, like overwhelmed, and I’m not -- 

 

ROOMMATE 

Come on.  You’ve gotta unwind.  Let loose a little! 

 

MACY 

No. 

 

ROOMMATE 

Fine.  Maybe tomorrow.  I’ll call you. 

 

(ROOMMATE leaves.  MACY 

picks up phone, punching 

in message.) 

 

MACY 

Not ... busy ... tonight.  Why? 

 

(Lights go out on MACY’s 

room, and she exits while 

scene changes to café.  

Lights up on KATE’s living 

room, where she continues 

to read.  HUSBAND enters.) 

 

HUSBAND 

Good morning. 



 60 

 

KATE 

Hi. 

(She kisses him awkwardly 

on the cheek.) 

Um, I can make you breakfast ... 

 

HUSBAND 

Oh, no, I just had some toast.  Um, Dr. Kurdish told us 

that you should stick to your regular routine, so 

April’s coming over any minute.  You guys go to 

breakfast on Tuesdays, and then you play tennis. 

 

KATE 

Tennis? 

 

HUSBAND 

Yup. 

 

KATE 

Am I good? 

 

HUSBAND 

Three time state champ in high school. 

 

KATE 

Oh.  I didn’t know that. 

 

HUSBAND 

There’s a lot you don’t know. 

 

KATE 

Yeah ... 

 

HUSBAND 

I was going to go to work.  Unless you need me here ... 

 

KATE 

Go.  I’ll be fine. 

 

HUSBAND 

You sure? 

 

KATE 

Yes.  And, this friend April.  She knows about ... 

everything?  I mean, I won’t have to explain anything to 

her? 
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HUSBAND 

Yes, she knows everything.  She’s your best friend. 

 

KATE 

Okay. 

 

(HUSBAND picks up 

briefcase and opens front 

door.) 

 

HUSBAND 

Oh, there she is now. 

(FRIEND enters.) 

Hello. 

 

FRIEND 

Hello, Jack.  Kate.  Sweetie.  How are you? 

 

KATE 

I think I remember you. 

 

FRIEND 

You do? 

 

HUSBAND 

You do? 

 

KATE 

This is really strange.  I feel sort of ... 

(Realizing what it is.) 

... oh my god. 

 

(Lights go out on KATE’s 

living room, while lights 

go up on SHARON’s living 

room.  She is on the 

phone.) 

 

SHARON 

Yes, hello. ...  He won’t?  I’m willing to hold longer 

if it would -- ... I see. ...  Would you take a message? 

...  This is his mother.  Tell him that I realize it’s 

been a long time since we’ve spoken, but that it’s very 

important that I talk to him. ...  Yes.  Please get him 

this message.  Oh, and also tell him that ... I want to  
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SHARON (Cont.) 

make amends.  If it’s possible.  Please. ...  Yes, thank 

you.  Goodbye. 

(She hangs up, scrolls 

through palm pilot, dials 

another number.) 

Yes, hello, Ralph Harper, please?  ...  Hello, Mr. 

Harper, this is Sharon Eberly.  I understand that you’re 

my attorney?  Wait, I realize that was a strange thing 

to say, what I meant was, well ... I have a legal 

situation.  The racetrack in Camus, Washington?  I don’t 

need it anymore.  I’d like to give it back to my ex-

husband. ...  Uh-huh. ...  Uh-huh. ... No, this is not 

about that.  This -- ... This is not about that.  No, I  

-- ... I understand that, but -- ... Sir, this is not an 

attempt to contact him.  I’m happy to do this through 

our attorneys ....  No, I don’t want compensation.  This 

is not a trade, I just want to give it back. ...  No, 

I’m not baiting him. ...  There’s no catch, I just -- 

...  Yes, alright. ...  Thank you. ...  Goodbye. 

 

(SHARON hangs up the phone 

and sits down sadly.  

Lights out on SHARON’s 

apartment and up on café 

where MACY sits at a small 

table.  BOYFRIEND enters.) 

 

BOYFRIEND 

Hey! 

 

MACY 

Hey.  Hi, oh –- 

(BOYFRIEND kisses her on 

the lips.) 

Wow, okay, you’re, um.  Yes.  Hi.  Thanks ... for that.  

Um ... 

 

BOYFRIEND 

So, how’ve you been? 

 

MACY 

Good.  Good.  Same.  Um, how about you?  How’ve you 

been? 
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BOYFRIEND 

Just crazy, you know.  I still don’t know if I’ll be 

ready by next week.  Lloyd can’t get his act together. 

 

MACY 

Yeah, Lloyd.  What a character. 

 

BOYFRIEND 

You’re still coming, right? 

 

MACY 

What? 

 

BOYFRIEND 

I scored two tickets, so you can bring whoever. 

 

MACY 

Oh, thanks.  Yeah.  I’ll bring ...  I don’t know yet, 

but someone.   

 

BOYFRIEND 

Good.  Because everyone wants to meet you. 

 

MACY 

Right.  And I can’t wait to meet them. 

 

BOYFRIEND 

So, when’d you get back?  I thought you were gonna be 

gone your whole break? 

 

MACY 

Oh.  That.  Yeah, it got ... screwed up, so I ... had to 

cut it short. 

 

BOYFRIEND 

So, are you gonna tell me? 

(to MACY’s look) 

Where you were.  Come on, you’ve been all mysterious.  

All you said was that you wouldn’t have your phone with 

you, so not to bother calling. 

 

MACY 

Yeah.  I was with my parents, and ... 

 

 

 

 



 64 

BOYFRIEND 

... and they don’t know about me.  I know.  You’ll have 

to tell them soon, when they hear we’re going to 

Guatemala this summer. 

 

MACY 

Guatemala! 

 

BOYFRIEND 

It’s in Central America? 

 

MACY 

Right.  I thought you said something else. 

 

BOYFRIEND 

You’re being weird.  What, were you on a bender last 

night? 

 

MACY 

Yes!  I was.  I was out with Gem.  You know, she’s my 

roommate? 

 

BOYFRIEND 

Yes, I know. 

 

MACY 

Yeah.  She doesn’t know about you, either, huh? 

 

BOYFRIEND 

I don’t know. 

 

MACY 

That seems weird, doesn’t it?  We’re supposed to be best 

friends. 

 

BOYFRIEND 

What is up with you? 

 

MACY 

Worst hangover ever.  Gotta stay away from that tequila. 

(She tries laughing.) 

So, why didn’t you go anywhere for spring break? 

 

BOYFRIEND 

I don’t get a spring break.  I’m not in school. 
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MACY 

Oh yeah.  Duh.  I, um ...  I forget that the rest of the 

world isn’t on a school schedule. 

 

BOYFRIEND 

You are out of it today. 

 

MACY 

That’s me.  Hey, you’re not bothered, are you?  That I 

haven’t told anyone about you? 

 

BOYFRIEND 

Naw.  I get it. 

 

MACY 

You do?  Can you explain it to me?  I mean, in your own 

words. 

 

BOYFRIEND 

Well, I’m not what your parents would expect.  They see 

you with someone pre-law, or pre-med, or pre-President 

of the United States, and I’m this high school drop-out 

artist guy.  They don’t want you distracting yourself 

from becoming Doctor Quinn, medicine woman.  And why 

make them worry if we’re not serious, right? 

 

MACY 

Oh.  Right.  We’re not that serious, so why tell them? 

 

BOYFRIEND 

Well, maybe we’re a little serious.  I mean ... 

 

MACY 

I like you. 

 

BOYFRIEND 

I like you, too. 

 

(He kisses her, and she 

kisses back.  They smile 

at one another.) 

 

MACY (blurting) 

Am I a virgin? 
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(Lights out on café. It 

turns into MACY’s living 

room during the black-out. 

Up on SHARON’s apartment.  

SHARON and DR. KURDISH 

wait on the sofa.) 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Just remember, no matter what happens today, it’s 

positive.  We’re just trying to open up the lines of 

communication.  He’ll be angry, and it will take a lot 

for him to get over that, but the point of today is to 

just to open up. 

 

SHARON 

Right. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Don’t be discouraged if he doesn’t respond right away, 

he’s very –- 

 

SHARON 

I get it.  Want a drink? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Water, if you have any. 

 

SHARON 

I was thinking scotch. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Sharon ... 

 

(There is a knock at the 

door.  SHARON freezes.  

DR. KURDISH opens the 

door.  SON enters.) 

 

SHARON 

Hello. 

 

SON 

Nice place. 

 

SHARON 

You haven’t seen it before? 
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(SON looks at her 

strangely.) 

 

DR. KURDISH 

I’m Doctor Kurdish.  Thank you for coming today.  Won’t 

you please sit down?  Do you have any questions about 

what I explained over the phone? 

 

SON 

I don’t think so. ... She doesn’t remember anything? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Not a thing. 

 

SON 

Not even abc’s? 

 

DR.  KURDISH 

She’s retained general information, which is stored 

differently in the brain.  Sharon has made quite a few 

discoveries about herself over the past few days, the 

biggest of which is her severed relationship with you.  

Sharon, would you care to talk about this? 

 

SHARON 

Well.  Hi, Chris.  I’m your mom.  I guess you know that.  

Where do I start?  I’m ... disappointed that we don’t 

talk.  I ...  I guess I feel ...  Jesus.   

(To DR. KURDISH) 

This is really hard. I don’t remember him.  It’s hard to 

bare my soul to a stranger. 

 

SON 

You were never great at communicating, even when you did 

remember me. 

 

SHARON 

I see.  I guess that’s one of the things I’d like to 

change. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Good, Sharon.  But try not to make “I guess” statements.  

Own your feelings.  Use “I know” instead of “I guess.” 
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SHARON 

Okay.  I know I’d like to be closer with you.  I’d like 

us to turn over a new leaf. 

(At SON’s expression.) 

What? 

 

SON 

Just like that, you want us to be friends?  It’s all 

better because you’ve got amnesia?  I don’t have 

amnesia, mom.  I remember everything. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

What do you remember? 

 

SON 

That nothing I did was ever good enough for you.  You 

were always disappointed in me.  It was always 

screaming, yelling, hitting ... 

 

SHARON 

That’s -- 

 

SON 

Mother’s Day, twelve years old, I saved up my allowance 

for six months to buy you a gold necklace.  At church 

that day I was so excited about the present that I 

couldn’t sit still.  So mom pinched me, really hard, 

behind my ear and I started crying.  You were humiliated 

-- your boy crying in public -- 

 

SHARON 

I -- 

 

SON 

So you dragged me out of church and we went home, and 

you refused to speak to me.  But I brought you the 

present.  Do you remember?  I spent hours wrapping it 

just right so you’d be proud of me.  Do you remember 

what you did? 

 

SHARON 

No. 

 

SON 

You threw it in the trash compactor.  The entire box.  

You didn’t even open it.  You just threw it away. 
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SHARON 

Stop. 

 

SON 

You never even knew what was in the box. 

 

SHARON 

Stop it!  I don’t want to hear any more! 

 

SON 

No, of course not.  You don’t want to remember.  Take 

amnesia pills and it’s all better. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Please, let’s remember to be productive ... 

 

SON 

No, forget it.  I don’t need this.  I’ve moved on.  I 

have a wife, and a son.  I’m finally happy. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

But you don’t have a mother ... 

 

SON 

Lots of people don’t have mothers.  And if you’ll 

notice, I’m not the one in therapy. 

(DR. KURDISH is silent.) 

With all due respect, doctor, I don’t stand to gain 

anything by helping Sharon.  I said goodbye to this a 

long time ago.  Mom?  I wish you luck.  I really do.  

But I can’t help you. 

 

(He exits.  SHARON breaks 

down.  Lights down on 

living room, up on KATE’s 

bedroom.  She lies on the 

bed, practically comatose.  

HUSBAND stands outside the 

door, knocking.) 

 

HUSBAND 

Kate?  Please?  Come on, you have to talk to someone.  

Kate?  Doctor Kurdish is on her way.  I called her.  Do 

you want to talk to someone else?  Do you want to talk 

to April?  Kate? 

(DR. KURDISH arrives.) 

Oh, thank God.  She hasn’t come out in two days. 
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DR. KURDISH 

Kate?  Kate?  It’s Dr. Kurdish.  I’m coming in, okay? 

(No response.  DR. KURDISH 

opens door and enters 

bedroom.) 

Sit up, dear.  There you go.  Kate, have you had 

anything to eat or drink in the last forty-eight hours? 

(KATE shakes her head.) 

Jack, will you bring me a glass of water, please? 

 

(He exits then returns 

with water, then exits.  

DR. KURDISH gives KATE 

water.) 

 

DR. KURSIDH 

There you go.  All right.  Breathe. Good girl.  Okay.  

Do you want to tell me what’s wrong? 

(KATE shakes her head.) 

I can’t help if you don’t tell me. 

 

KATE 

I can’t tell anyone. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Why not? 

 

KATE 

It’s too horrible. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

I’m sure nothing is that bad. 

 

KATE 

No, it’s worse than bad. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

What’s worse than bad? 

 

KATE 

I remember everything. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Everything?  Your entire memory?  It came back?  When 

did this happen? 
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KATE 

The day after I got home. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Uh-huh.  And what was the catalyst for your memory 

returning?  What was happening when it returned? 

 

KATE 

I ...  I just met my friend. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Which friend? 

 

KATE 

My friend, she ...  Oh, God.  I never knew, I mean I 

didn’t let myself realize ... 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Realize ...? 

 

KATE 

I think I’m in love with her.  But I remember, I 

remember everything.  I’m married, I have my boys.  My 

boys -- oh, they’re amazing, and I love them so much.  

How could I do this to them?  I can’t do this to them.  

How can I do this to them? I can’t –  

 

DR. KURDISH 

Shhhhh. 

 

KATE 

I can’t do this, I can’t do this, I can’t do this ... I 

can’t, I can’t ... 

 

(DR. KURDISH embraces her.  

Lights out on them, up on 

MACY’s living room.  DAD 

sit on the sofa, reading 

the paper.  MACY marches 

in, towing boyfriend.) 

 

MACY 

This is Clyde.  I told him everything.   

 

DAD 

Hello, Clyde. 
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MACY 

He’s my boyfriend. 

 

DAD 

Nice to meet you. 

 

MACY 

He’s a conceptual artist in San Francisco who I met at a 

gallery –- I didn’t even know I went to galleries.  Did 

you?  I didn’t.  And I met Clyde, and from what I 

understand I like him very much.  I mean I like him so 

far, even though he’s not in college.  And I’m thinking 

of going Guatemala with him this summer, and it’s not 

like I’m going to marry him or anything -- um, no 

offense, Clyde -- but I do like him, he makes me smile, 

and if you have a problem with that, well, too bad. 

 

DAD 

Why should we have a problem with that? 

 

MACY 

Right.  What? 

 

DAD 

Macy, you’re a grown-up.  You make your own decisions.  

If you want to go to Guatemala with your boyfriend, 

that’s up to you. 

 

MACY 

Oh.  Um ... 

 

MOM 

(entering) 

What’s this? 

 

DAD 

Macy has a boyfriend! 

 

MOM 

How wonderful!  Nice to meet you. 

 

BOYFRIEND 

You too. 
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MACY 

But I told him that ...  I lied to you.  Wait.  I 

thought I was on to something.  Late-teenage rebellion.  

Going against the parents, breaking out of my shell.  

But you guys don’t even disapprove?  Not even a little? 

 

MOM 

He seems like a nice young man so far. 

 

MACY 

Did I know you would be all cool about this? 

 

MOM 

I don’t know what kind of impression you had, Macy, but 

your father and I have always been very supportive of 

you making your own choices. 

 

MACY 

But ...  medical school.  Trophies.  Debate team? 

 

MOM 

All you. 

 

DAD 

We’re very proud of you.  No matter what you do. 

 

MACY 

Then what is wrong with me? 

 

MOM 

Sweetie, be patient.  Rome wasn’t built in a day.  

Clyde, would you like a slice of pie?  I just made some 

banana cream pie. 

 

BOYFRIEND 

Yes, please. 

 

DAD 

I’ll get it.  Milk? 

 

BOYFRIEND 

Sure. 

 

(DAD exits.) 
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MACY 

Pie.  Pie.  He wants pie.  That’s great.  Let’s all have 

some pie. 

 

MOM 

Macy, what is the matter with you?  Dad’s getting a 

slice for you, too, I’m sure. 

 

MACY 

Great, mother.  That’s just perfect. 

 

MOM 

Do you have your period? 

 

MACY 

God! 

 

(MACY stomps out of the 

room.  Lights out.  Lights 

up on SHARONS’s living 

room where she sits on the 

phone.) 

 

SHARON 

What do you mean he won’t accept it?  This is 

preposterous.  Ask him again. 

 

(Lights come up on KATE’s 

bedroom, where HUSBAND 

stands by her bed.) 

 

HUSBAND 

Babe, please talk to me.  Please. 

 

(Lights come up on MACY’s 

living room, where she 

sits speaking to MOM.) 

 

MACY 

What if I became a trapeze artist? 

 

MOM 

That’s fine. 

 

HUSBAND 

Please? 
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SHARON 

No, I told you, I don’t care if I speak to him. 

 

MACY 

What if I were a transsexual? 

 

MOM 

Honey, we’d support you. 

 

HUSBAND 

Baby, whatever it is, we’ll get though it. 

 

SHARON 

Did you tell him there were no strings attached? 

 

MACY 

A hypnotist? 

 

SHARON 

You did? 

 

MACY 

A nude model? 

 

HUSBAND 

Kate? 

 

SHARON 

Yes, but -- 

 

MACY 

What if I kill somebody? 

 

SHARON 

I don’t want the race track.  For the love of God, why 

won’t he accept that? 

 

HUSBAND 

Kate, I need you. 

 

MOM 

No matter what, Macy, we will love you unconditionally. 

 

MACY, SHARON, KATE 

Stop! 

 



 76 

(Movement freezes.  Lights 

fade to three pools of 

light on edge of stage.  

MACY, SHARON, and KATE 

step forward into the 

lights.  They stare 

straight ahead of them as 

if comatose for a moment.  

All in one moment, MOM  

(Cont.) 

approaches MACY, ASSISTANT 

approaches SHARON, and 

HUSBAND approaches KATE.) 

 

MOTHER 

Macy?  The van to the clinic is here. 

 

ASSISTANT 

It’s time to go. 

 

HUSBAND 

Are you ready? 

 

(Beat, while MACY, SHARON, 

and KATE regard their 

companions.) 

 

MACY, SHARON, KATE 

No. 

 

(BLACKOUT.  Scene changes 

back to Dr. Kurdish’s 

office, as in Act I.  

Lights up on three women, 

reuniting in the office.) 

 

MACY 

I missed you. 

 

KATE 

I missed you, too.  How was it? 

 

MACY 

Sucked. 

 

SHARON 

This week was terrible. 
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KATE 

The worst. 

 

DR. KURDISH (entering) 

Okay.  We have lots to talk about before the antidote.  

Have a seat.  Once again, Doctor Miles is observing from 

the booth. 

 

DR. MILES 

Hello, ladies.  Welcome back. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

I’ve had a chance to meet with all of you periodically 

over the week.  Would anyone like to share their 

discoveries with the group? 

 

(They hedge a moment.) 

 

KATE 

I’ll go.  I’m gay.  That’s the first time I’ve said that 

out loud.  It feels kinda good. 

 

MACY 

Oh, Kate, good for you. 

 

KATE 

I think I’ve been hiding it from myself because my whole 

life I’ve wanted kids more than anything.  I always 

wanted to be a mom.  So I, well ...  I was lying to 

myself.  And it just got to be too much to keep inside.  

I don’t know what I’m going to do now.  How I’ll tell my 

kids.  Or Jack.  But at least I’m finally being me.  

It’s scary -- terrifying, to tell the truth.  But it’s a 

relief to be done hiding from everyone.  From myself. 

 

DR.  KURDISH 

Great work, Kate.  As you can see, she’s had a huge 

break-through, and she should feel very proud.  For the 

rest of you, your lessons weren’t quite so cut-and-

dried. 

 

SHARON 

Learning that I’m the Wicked Witch of the West was 

pretty cut-and-dried for me. 
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KATE 

Oh, come on ... 

 

SHARON 

No.  It’s the truth.  I step on people to get what I 

want.  I terrify everyone around me.  It’s no wonder I 

secretly hate myself. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

There’s still a lot to explore.  Learning how you became 

this way will be a long journey, necessary for your 

healing. We’ve only scratched the surface of your 

issues, Sharon.  As for Macy ... 

 

MACY 

I’m still confused.  All I found was that I seem to 

doubt my parent’s acceptance. 

 

DR. MILES 

Doctor Kurdish, may I? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Certainly. 

 

DR. MILES 

Macy, I’ve reviewed your case, and one thing appeared 

very significant.  You seem desperate for guidance -- 

for someone else, an adult, to step in and tell you 

what’s wrong with you. Even to the point of testing this 

lack of guidance by seeking relationships you feel might 

be bad for you, almost willing someone to intervene. 

 

MACY 

But I kept it a secret. 

 

DR. MILES 

Even from yourself. 

 

MACY 

But I don’t think Clyde is bad for me. 

 

DR. MILES 

But you thought your parents would think so, even to the 

point of lying about it to your boyfriend. 
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DR. KURDISH 

If I may interject, Dr. Miles, I disagree.  If she were 

really testing her parents it likely would have 

manifested itself to the extreme, such as dropping out 

of school.  Experimenting with drugs.   

 

MACY 

I mean, I’m a straight-A student. 

 

DR. MILES 

That’s the second part of my observation.  To compensate 

for your lack of parenting, your innate desire to 

succeed turned to outside influences for guidance.  

You’ve conformed to a societal definition of success, 

without appearing to take into account your actual 

needs.  But as a result, your parents’ response is 

disappointing to you.  You don’t want your parents to 

love you unconditionally; you want them to acknowledge 

you for being a tremendous success. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Again, Dr. Miles, this seems to be a matter of 

contention. 

 

DR. MILES 

Macy?  Do you agree? 

 

MACY 

I don’t know.  I mean, it seems to me that they say 

they’re supportive, but their actions speak differently. 

 

DR. MILES 

Interesting. 

 

MACY 

I don’t know what’s okay or what’s not okay.  With them.  

With me.  I’m still figuring it out. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Doctor Miles, this is something better addressed in 

continued therapy after her memory has been restored. 

 

MACY 

But I don’t have an answer yet. 
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DR. KURDISH 

We have a start, which is more than we had a week ago. 

(DR. KURDISH presses an 

intercom.) 

Stacy? 

 

FEMALE NURSE (entering) 

Yes, Dr. Kurdish. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Ladies, they’re going to take you into separate 

examination rooms and administer the pills.  Your memory 

will return promptly, and you shouldn’t feel a thing.  

Kate, your memory seems to have returned spontaneously, 

which sometimes happens.  The brain repairs itself.  

We’ll give you the pills just in case anything is 

missing.  At any rate, they won’t do any damage. 

 

KATE 

Okay. 

 

SHARON 

How quickly will they work? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Very quickly.  It’s an extremely simple powder compound 

that sends an immediate signal to the brain.  The 

neurons then start transmitting memories like normal. 

 

SHARON 

It’s a powder? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

It’s powder in pill form.  See?  The gelatin capsule 

dissolves, releasing the chemicals into your system.  

Just like cold medicine or an herbal supplement. 

 

SHARON 

And what if ...  What if someone didn’t take them? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

That isn’t an option. 

 

SHARON 

I’m just saying, what if? 
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DR. KURDISH 

Sharon ... 

 

SHARON 

What if I don’t want to remember?  What if I want to 

start over? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

You must face the life you have.  Fix it, before you can 

move on. 

 

SHARON 

Please, doctor! 

 

DR. KURDISH 

We can’t allow you to continue without your memory. 

 

SHARON 

That’s easy for you to say.  You haven’t had the week 

I’ve had.  You don’t have to face what I have to face. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

You understood the terms when you signed up. 

 

SHARON 

I didn’t know this –- 

 

DR.  KURDISH 

You must take the pills.  I’m sorry. 

 

SHARON 

Fine. 

 

FEMALE NURSE 

Follow me. 

 

(All exit, except DR. 

KURDISH.) 

 

DR. MILES 

Everything under control, Dr. Kurdish? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

I’d appreciate you keeping your diagnosis of my patients 

to yourself. 
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DR. MILES 

You mean Macy?  You disagree with what I said? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

I do, but that isn’t the point.  It affects their 

process to hear outside opinions on their experience. 

 

DR. MILES 

From me. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

From anyone.  I’ve refrained from sharing my opinion. 

 

DR. MILES 

I’ve witnessed otherwise. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

I am their primary doctor.  My controlled observations 

are part of the process. 

 

DR. MILES 

Dr. Kurdish –- 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Dr. Miles, I’ve been patient with you thus far, but I 

feel I must point out that your role in this project was 

to observe. 

 

DR. MILES 

Unless I felt an ethical need to step in. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Are you implying that you currently feel that need? 

(pause) 

Dr. Miles? 

 

DR. MILES 

I fear you are losing control of the experiment.  And of 

yourself. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

How dare you. 

 

DR. MILES 

The board at this University warned me to ensure that 

your previous mental instability did not affect the 

outcome of this project. 
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DR. KURDISH 

How ... 

 

DR. MILES 

Given what I know of your history, I feel safe to say 

that you’ve become far too emotionally invested in these 

patients. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Of course I’m invested in these patients... 

 

DR. MILES 

But at what cost? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

This is my experiment –- 

 

DR. MILES 

This is our experiment, and –- 

 

DR.  KURDISH 

This project is mine.  The idea is mine.  The procedure 

was invented by me.   

 

DR. MILES 

Yes, and as a result, you’re losing the benefit of 

perspective. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Is it a loss of perspective we’re discussing?  Or a 

difference of opinion? 

 

DR. MILES 

This is my professional point of view on the matter. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

I know our medical philosophies are at odds, Jason, but 

I expected more from you. 

 

DR. MILES 

You think this is professional jealousy? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

What else could it be? 
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DR. MILES 

Rosetta, I’m concerned.  You’ve had a difficult time in 

the past, and this clearly calls up those impulses...   

 

DR. KURDISH 

You’re making this into an experiment about me. 

 

DR. MILES 

No, you’re making this into an experiment about you. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

This is about these women who want so desperately to 

live up to what society expects that they’ll do anything 

to achieve it, at the cost of their true selves.  To be 

a businesswoman, a mother, a good daughter.  And they 

just can’t repress themselves anymore.  Society puts 

them at such odds that they’d rather die than admit that 

they don’t measure up.  That their achieved goals make 

them considerably unhappy. 

 

DR. MILES 

Is that what you see, or what you want to see? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

How dare you. 

 

DR. MILES 

Doctor Kurdish, just listen –- 

 

DR. KURDISH 

My research has nothing to do with myself. 

 

DR. MILES 

No? 

 

DR. KURDISH 

You have crossed a line, Jason.  This is absolutely 

uncalled for. 

 

DR. MILES 

Please. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

I’ll have you know that I intend to file a report with 

the ethics committee, alerting them of your inability to 

stop meddling in my experiment, putting the entire  
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DR. KURDISH (Cont.) 

project in jeopardy and bringing up my own history as if 

that has anything to do with –- 

 

DR. MILES 

You’re losing control of this procedure, doctor.  I 

don’t believe that you have enough professional distance 

to maintain -- 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Yes, I do! 

(Beat, she realizes she 

has lost control.) 

 

(FEMALE NURSE enters, 

leading SHARON, KATE, and 

MACY.  DR. KURDISH tries 

to pull herself together.) 

 

FEMALE NURSE 

They all passed.  Do you need to witness any additional 

testing? 

 

(DR. KURDISH does not 

respond.) 

 

DR. MILES 

Please. 

 

FEMALE NURSE (to MACY) 

Address? 

 

MACY 

Twelve-forty-two Skybird Lane, Berkeley California. 

 

FEMALE NURSE (to SHARON) 

How old were you when you first learned to drive? 

 

SHARON 

I don’t know how to drive. 

 

FEMALE NURSE 

Good. 

(to KATE) 

Favorite movie of all time? 
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KATE 

Finding Nemo. 

 

FEMALE NURSE 

Correct.  Shall I continue? 

 

DR. MILES 

No, that’s sufficient. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

We’ve done all we need.  You can go. 

 

(The women look at one 

another uncertainly.) 

 

MACY 

But...  Aren’t I supposed to feel better? 

 

(They wait for DR. KURDISH 

to answer.  She does not.) 

 

KATE 

Not all at once. 

 

DR. MILES 

Ladies, on behalf of the University I would like to 

thank you for your participation in this project.  The 

road ahead is a hard one, but you’re off to a good 

start.  Keep this in mind as we continue our therapy 

together.  We still have a long way to go. 

 

(The women stand.) 

 

SHARON 

Thanks, Dr. Miles.  Dr. Kurdish. 

 

(DR. KURDISH does not 

respond.  MACY and KATE 

hug.) 

 

MACY 

Good luck out there. 

 

KATE 

You, too.  You’ll be great. 
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SHARON 

(hugging them in turn) 

Goodbye.  Good luck. 

 

(They all hug one another 

saying “Goodbye” and “Keep 

in touch” as the nurse 

leads them out of the 

room.  DR. KURDISH stares 

around the room silently.) 

 

DR. MILES 

What did you expect?  That they’d all be dancing around 

a maypole, happy and completely restored?  What did we 

learn?  One’s gay, one’s a bitch, and one’s not ready to 

grow up.  These are things we could have easily 

discovered in traditional therapy.  There is nothing 

revolutionary about what you just did.  I’m sorry, 

doctor, but I’m going to have to recommend that this 

project not be renewed for funding. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

That’s not true.  It worked.  These women will be happy 

now.  They will.  They’re cured.  They are cured.  

Doctor Miles?  Doctor Miles?  Hello? 

 

(SHARON enters.) 

 

SHARON 

Dr. Kurdish?  I just wanted to thank you.  For all 

you’ve done. 

 

DR. KURDISH 

Sharon.  Sharon, be well. 

 

SHARON (perplexed) 

I will. 

(DR. KURDISH exits.  

SHARON looks at her palm, 

which holds a few antidote 

pills.) 

I will. 

(SHARON throw pills into 

the trash.  She exits.) 

 

(BLACKOUT.) 

THE END 


